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ahead of being sworn in as California’s At-
torney General, I will resign from my office
as the Representative of the 34th Congres-
sional District of California in the TU.S.
House of Representatives.

It has been a distinct honor to serve the
people of Los Angeles and my country in
Congress for more than 24 years. I am eter-
nally grateful to my constituents for their
tremendous counsel and support over those
two decades.

I leave my work in Congress with mixed
emotions. The People’s House has been home
to some of America’s greatest patriots and
talent. I have learned from them and been
fortunate to have had a chance to add my
grains of sand—as we say in Spanish—to
build a better America.

In service to my country I will always look
for the best way to make the biggest dif-
ference for our people. Working as Attorney
General on behalf of the more than 39 mil-
lion Americans in California—the sixth most
vibrant economy in the world—will give me
that chance to fight for all Americans to
share in the forward-leaning values and op-
portunities that have made California so
great.

I hereby submit my resignation from the
House of Representatives. I look forward to
working with all of my colleagues in Con-
gress in the future for the betterment of our
great nation.

Sincerely,
XAVIER BECERRA,
Member of Congress.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 24, 2017.
Re Resignation from the United States Con-
gress.
Governor JERRY BROWN,
State Capitol,
Sacramento, CA.

DEAR GOVERNOR BROWN: I write to inform
you officially that, effective January 24, 2017,
ahead of being sworn in as California’s At-
torney General, I will resign from my office
as the Representative of the 34th Congres-
sional District of California in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

It has been a distinct honor to serve the
people of Los Angeles and my country in
Congress for more than 24 years. I am eter-
nally grateful to my constituents for their
tremendous counsel and support over those
two decades.

I will do my utmost to uphold your faith in
me to serve as our great state’s next chief
law enforcement officer and legal advocate.
And while I leave Congress with mixed emo-
tions, I am ready to begin my work as Attor-
ney General. California’s hard-working fami-
lies are counting on us, and we won’t let
them down.

Sincerely,
XAVIER BECERRA.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the resignation
of the gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA), the whole number of the
House is 433.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

MOVE PAST POLITICAL DIVISION

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, our Nation
is clearly divided. The division was dis-
played when a group of students from
Marion High School in my district
came to Washington for the inaugura-
tion weekend.

On the way back to their hotel on
Saturday night, a group of protesters
surrounded their bus, threw projectiles
through the windows, and painted the
bus. Imagine that. A group of history
students coming 13 hours across this
great Nation and wanting to partici-
pate in the peaceful transfer of power
only to be intimidated.

Free speech is essential to our de-
mocracy. However, acts of violence and
intimidation have no place. Now is the
time for both parties to move to get
past this political division that is
going through this country.

TAKE AWAY ANTITRUST EXEMP-
TION FROM HEALTH INSURERS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I re-
member the bad old days of health in-
surance before the Affordable Care Act.
They could refuse to sell you a policy if
you had ever been sick. They could
refuse to renew your policy if you got
sick. Oh, and they had another thing
called rescission, where they could put
a group of examiners on you and try
and take away your policy if you got
sick, and this happened numerous
times due to technicalities.

They can’t do those things anymore.

They had a cap on your benefits. If
you had a really expensive disease: Oh,
sorry, your benefits are exhausted. You
just go die now.

So those things are gone; but if they
totally repeal the Affordable Care Act,
they are likely to come roaring back.

The Republicans say competition will
take care of that. The problem is there
is no competition in the insurance in-
dustry. They are exempt from anti-
trust law. They can and they do
collude to set rates, to redline people,
to decide what States they will sell
policies in.

Therefore, today, I am introducing
the Health Insurance Fair Competition
Act. It would subject the health insur-
ance industry to the same laws that
apply to every other industry in Amer-
ica—except for professional sports are
exempt from antitrust law. This is a
commonsense solution.

If they can rely on competition, we
need competition. There wouldn’t be
any unless we take away their anti-
trust exemption.
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REPEAL MANDATES AND TAXES
OF OBAMACARE AND REFORM
TAX CODE

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, this
Congress must keep our promises to
the American people. Our first respon-
sibility is to institute policies that will
grow our economy and create jobs.

For 8 years, Americans looking for
work have suffered while the regu-
latory state sucked nearly $2 trillion
out of our economy. We must rescind
these burdensome regulations and
enact a commonsense approach to reg-
ulations.

ObamaCare has failed, and it is time
to repeal or replace it with a patient-
driven plan that incorporates free mar-
ket-based principles. We have to repeal
the mandates and taxes of ObamaCare
and make sure no one falls through the
cracks.

Finally, we have to reform our Tax
Code. It is far too long and com-
plicated. We have to cut the tax rate
from a maximum of 15 to 20 percent.

These policies will jump-start the
American economy from a stagnant
growth rate to more than 4 percent
GNP growth rate. Only a vibrant econ-
omy can provide for a strong national
security and robust infrastructure ca-
pable of supporting jobs.

OPPOSE REPEAL OF THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise to voice my strong op-
position to the current efforts to repeal
the Affordable Care Act.

Nearly 20 million Americans have
gained access to health care because of
the Affordable Care Act, including
nearly 1.5 million Floridians. Because
of the ACA, over 278,000 children in
Florida have gained healthcare cov-
erage, and 132,000 young adults in Flor-
ida have been able to remain on their
parents’ health insurance plan until
they reach age 26. Women in Florida
and across this Nation can now pur-
chase health insurance for the same
price as men because of the ACA’s ban
on gender rating.

Repealing the law could endanger the
health and welfare of hundreds of thou-
sands of Floridians and their families.
Repealing the ACA would not only
make America sick again, but it would
threaten the economic security of
every American. I will not stand by
and allow my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to dismantle the ACA
and threaten the health and economic
security of millions of hardworking
Americans.
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